Cow/calf profitability: case studies of Kansas cattle producers by Simms, D.D. & Marston, T.T.
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 
Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 856 
1990 
Cow/calf profitability: case studies of Kansas cattle producers 
D.D. Simms 
T.T. Marston 
This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1990 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 
 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Simms, D.D. and Marston, T.T. (1990) "Cow/calf profitability: case studies of Kansas cattle producers," 
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: Vol. 0: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/
2378-5977.2259 
Cow/calf profitability: case studies of Kansas cattle producers 
Abstract 
Cost/return analyses of 56 Kansas cow/calf operations were summarized to determine the major factors 
influencing 1987 and 1988 cow herd profitability. Gross returns and costs on a per cow unit basis were 
extremely variable. with the bottom 1/3 of these operations essentially breaking even. whereas the high 
1/3 profitability group averaged $228.40 per head in net cash returns. Both operating and fixed costs were 
major determinants of profitability. Reproductive rate (calves weaned per cow exposed) was the major 
production variable affecting profitability. 
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